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H: Reader © hereby advertiſed, That the Matters cog- 


lenth ſeized, and divers Houſes broken open, ſo as it was not 
thought ſafe ro proceed in ſuch Method, For which reaſon its 
thonght well to publiſh the ſame, for information of all into whoſe 


rative will plainly appear, W herein, the Courteous Peruſer is 


Aeftred to take notice, it hath been our. great Care to relate wothing 
but Matters of Fatt, of which we bave (ubſtantial Credible. 
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\ #4imen 31 the following Declaration and Narration, were -* 
Intended to have ber preſented to. the Mayor's Court in New- 
York, the 21th of January la## paſt, but that the. Fury and © 
Rage of this Inſolewt maneyller, was grown to that highth, that 

the day before, by his order, ſeweral Perſons of: Note were vio- 


hands it may come, but more eſpecially for the benefit of our fellow. 
Inhabitants, who are abuſed by the falſe Pretentions of this com- 
avon Violater of our Lans and Liberties, 4« by the following Nar- 
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"A UT of the deep Sence we have of the good Provi- 
dence of Aimighty God, in their Majefties happy 
Acceſſion to the Imperial Crown of Exgland, &c. 

In the firſt place, We, in a moſt Chriſtian manner, with 
Hearts and Hands lifted up to Heaven, give Glory to Al. 
mighty God, for this ſo happy a Revolution, whereof 
it hath pleaſed the moſt High to appear the principal 
Author. In the next place, We cannot bur declare and' 
' publiſh to the World our Hearty & Thankful Refentme::ts 
_ of the Noble, though Hazardous Enterpriſe of the late 
' Prince of Oraxze, our now moſt Dread S-veraign, King 
; * of Eagliad, Scotland, France and Irelayd, Defender of 
| the Faith, &c. the Noble Hero of this Age, tor the Pro. 
| teftant Religion, and the Preſervation - of the Laws and 
Liberties of the: Engliſh Nation unviolated , manifeſting. 


| hereby, thar as in Dity bound, fo in point of Gratitude, we 
' can do noleſs than Dedicate our Lives and Fortunes to their 
| Majeltics Services, with our moft ſerious and continued 
Prayers for their Majeſties long and happy Reign over us, 
| being well ſatisfied in our ſelves, that what ou: Native 
| Land ſo plentitully enjoys under ther Reign, to wit, the 
Lawsand Liberties of the Exzlſb Nation. We (though in- 


habiting a remote part of their D-m.nion) ſÞall ſhare with 

them in the common P:opriety. 
In conſideration whereof 1n all *umble and Obedient 
manner, as Dutiful SubjeCts to thicir Majeftics, and Wh 
| W1LIICTS 


43: 

wifhers to this their Hori Bf New-York, We can do no 
leſs than in the preſence of God, and tothe World, declare 
our Abhorrance' and Diſlike of the Uareaſonable, Illegal 
and Arbitrary Proceedings of ſome men inhabiting with us 
in this their Majeſtics Province, who have uſurped Authority 
Over Us. m_ OED 

Againſt all ſuch Proceedings of theirs, hereafter faithfully. 
and impartially- ler down; and againſt them, as the: Actors 
thereof, we do hereby publickly Declare and Proteſt. 

Now to the end the Reaſonablenels of this our Proteſta- 
tion may appear unto all ro whoſe hands 1: may come, we- 
count our ſelves oÞlige-1 to give a brief Recital of the Care of . 
our late Lieutenant Governour Francis Nicholfen, for the. 
more peaceable quiet and ſatisfactory gove.ning this. their... 
Majelties Province. n 5 x 

To obviate all ſuſpicion of Jealoufies that might ariſe in, 

11] affeCted Turbulent Spirits, our ſaid Lieutenant Governor 
by and with the conſent of ſo many of the Council as here: 
relided (upon the whiſpering of the late happy Change) 
did convene together the Mayor, Aldermen and common. 
Council Men of the City of New-Torz, with all the Comul=. 
ſion Officers of the M.litia of this Ciry and County; at. 
- which Convention our ſaid Lieutenant Governour pr.-poled : : 
to admit of part of the Train-bands of this Ciry and County. 
to take their turns of Watching and Warding within their. 
Majeſties Fort, under their own Ofhcers ; And further. 
offered,. with the advice and conſent of his Council, Civil 
and Military Officers, there met and aſſembled, That the 
Cuſtoms formerly paid by the Inhabitants of this Province, 
ſhould ſtill continue, only with this alteration, that where« 
as formerly it was expended and laid out in defraying of the 
Charges of the Government, and Souldiers in pay in the 
Garriſon, it ;hould thence forward be imployed in the for- 
Bd ttc rd Ha 
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tifying and putting this City in a poſture of Defence againſt 
a Ferieign Eneny, on which the Well-farc and Safety of 
this Province ſo much depends. | 
In purſuance of the ſame, an order iſſued forth from the ' 
{aid Convention, Ggned by the Lieutenant Governor, his 
Council, the Maycr and Alder-men of this City, and moſt 
of the Commiſſion-Othcers of the Militia, none ſhowing ſo- 
great a diſlike to 1t as Facob Leifler, one of the Captains of 
the-Irain-bangs of this City, who at that time had a Ship 
loaden with. Wines, the Cuſtoms whereof amounted to up- 
wards ot one hundred Pounds, the payment of this he ut- 
terly refuſed, alledging, The Collefor being « Papilt, was not 
qualified to recerve it, denying the then Power to be legal ; but ' 
whether {or that or his own private Intereſt, let thermpar- 
tial judge. : - 
The turbu'ent mind of this Perſon not' being fatisfied 
1n denying the payment of the uſual Cuſtoms, - though 
appointed for the uſe. aforeſaid, he ſets himſelf upon invent- 
ing wayes how he might overturn'the Government, which 
was then peaceable and quiet, - -T he firit thing he falls upon 
wasto ſtir up ard annimate the People of the Baſt end of 
Long-Iland to advance, with ſufficievt Force to take Poſſel- 
fi9n of the Fort, leſt it ſhould be in danger of being deli- 
vered up to a Forreign Power ; this readily took with them, 
whoſe Minds were already heated by the Example of Boffor, 
in clapping up of our Governour Sir Fdizund Azdres, and 
aſter {ume Conſultations amongſt themſelves, «they-put for- 
ward in a H.ftile manner, increaſing as they came along- 
the T1:zd,- until they were fofar advanced as the Town of 
TJama'ca, being then about. Eighty in Number, w here they * 
hal-«d, and {ent up'three of their principal Leaders ro dif- 
courie the Lieutenant Governour, who upon. their coming. 
convencd bus Council, the. Mayor. aud. Alder-mea ot-rhis - 
City 
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City, and the Commiſſion - Officers of the Militia of City 


and Country, into which Convention the Pertons lent were 


admitted ; where after ſome long debates, they leernivgly 


vent away fatisfied, at leaft fo tar 4s that they. and rhe men 
accompanying them, returned home to their own Towns 
and Habitations, without doing the leaſt hurt or daw age to 


This Stratagem fafting our Maſſanello Leyfer, ina ſhort 
timeafter aRumor was ſpread amonglt the quiet Inhabi-ams: 


of this City, of a horrible Deſign, there was of Murdering 


them, their Wives and Children,” as they were Worſhipping 


of God in the Dutch ©hurch within the Fort, and the Sun- 
day prefixed, when this cruel AQ was to beaccompliſhed; 
Capt. Leyſſer in the mean time inſtigating_ and ſtirring up 
the Inhabitants to *elf-preſervation againſt this imaginary 
Defign, which ſo far prevailed with part of the Inhabi:ants, 
as that the Friday before the Sunday markt out'by this Report 
for the pretended Maſſacree, they roſe in a Hoſtile manner ; 
the firſt who.appeared in Arms were ſome under Leyſler's 
Command, wv ho (as the Plot was laid) went to the Houſe 
of their Captain, and threatnedto ſhoot him 1t he would not 
head them. "This no ways ſurprized the couragious Captain ; 
a {ubſtantial Reaſon why, himſelf. being the ſole Contriver 
of it: Yet whether prevailed moſt, the want of Valour, 


or the Apprehenſions, if he ſhould milſcarry in this bold- 


At:empt, the Country would be deſtitare of one fo fit as 


determine. 


However it was, it ſeemed not good unto this Champion 
to venture himſelf, but commits the Condutt of his men 
unto one Stof, famous for nothing, unleſs his not being 
worth a Groat ;- up marches Srof with his brisk Followers, 


and tothe Fort Gates they draw-near, where they met * 


with 
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with a very civil Gentleman, one Hendrick C ayter, left under 


| Capt. Avraham Depe+3/ter, who commanded that part of the 
| Train-bands, who by turn had the Guard in the Fort that 
| oay ; this Perſons Civilty was ſuch, that its hard to detcr- 
mine whether S'o# and his party without were more deſi-- 
rous toenter, than he within was ready to open the Gates 
to them. In fine, Entrance they had, with great Accla- 
mations and Joy on both ſides, that ſo Meritorious a Deſign 


; 
, 
| 
: 


was not prevented. 

How far this valiant Lieutenant Cayler, in this baſe a&t of 
his, hath anſwered the Law of 4:»5, or the Truſt repoſed 
in him, we will not now determine; but fure we are, the 
ſeaſon they took for accompliſhing this their Unman-like 
Contrivance, doth not a little add to their Crime, it being at 
that junCture of time when our Lieutenant Governor and 
the Conventment (whereof we have beforemade mention) 
were conſulting for the more orderly, quiet and peaceable 
governing this their Majeſties Province, who at this ſuddain 
Change -were ſtartled, and acted what was left in their 
Power, publickly proteſting againft this rude Aftion, and 
the Aftors thereof. - 

By thistime tH-eir great Champion Ley/er being well aſſu- 
red all danger and hazard was over, he moſt couragiouſly 
girds on his Sword, marches (toutly up: to the Fort, in 
order to his carrying on the Game he had ſo fairly begun, 
where he is joylully received, and a Conſultation immedi- 
| ately held, how they ſhould obtain the Keyes of the Fort, 
 whichthe Lieutenant Governor had in Cuſtody, being in the 

City Hall; where he was:in Confultation,as is already hinted. 

The Evening approaching, Capt Lodv:ick and his Com- 
pany advances to the Fort to mount the Guard, as his turn 
was; ſome time;after his being in the Fortnothing would - 

Arisfic the tumuicuous Multitude, but that three or fog 

l Utes 
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Fes of men muſt be ſent, under the Command of W:/l:ans 
Churchill, Sergeant, to Capt. Lodwick, ro terch the Keyes 
from the Lieurenant Governur {A fitrer Perſon tor ſuch a 
M :Tige could not be f:nc than ghis Cyurch:l, infamous for 
his M atenos and Turbuienc Spirit; | Wich mach Iaſoicnc? þ 
this imoercinent impudent PFello:y ruſhed tro the Room Þ 
where the Lieutenan: Guvernour was, and demanded the 
Keyes ; the Lieutenant Governour commanded him co call # 
his Captain, who was prevailed with to come, hoping |. 
theceby to appeaſe the People, unto whom rhe Lieurenanc 
Governor delivered the Keyes, and Capt. Lodwick returning 
to the Fort, the expeCtations of the Multitude being anl- 
wered, after publiſhing Fe. Le:fler Colonel, all leave the Fort | 
to Capt Lodvick and his \fompany, who ftayed their uſual ; 
tim2.and it was then agreed upon amonaſt ihe Captains, that 
each ſhould rake his turn to reſide in the Fort as ehiet;till their 
Mjeſties pleaſure ſhould be further known. - 

_ TheLieutenant Governour, - his Council and Convention 
aforeſaid, taking into their ſerious Conſiderations what 
danger the Moneys was 1n, paid by the Inhabitants of this 
their Majeſties - Province, as well for Cuſtoms as publick 
Taxes, which at rhat time was ſecured in the Fort. The 
{aid Convention agreed upon and ordered, the Moneys 
ſhould be removed to the Houſe of Frederick Phillips, ene of 
the Council, a man of known Credit, and the moſt confi. 
derable for Eſtate 1n their Majeities Province. ” 

This was concluded on the day our Uſurper Leiffker, by 
his Inſtruments, ſeized the Fort, being the z1th.day of May 
lalt paſt. But to no purpoſe was this Agreement of the 
C onvention ; for'thoſe who had made themſelves Maſters 

\ of their Majeſties Fort, were reſolved ro command the Mo« 
ney too, being. the Sum of Sever Hundred Srventy Three 
Poxads, which they 'peremprorily denyed the Remouyal of, 

En UL : when 
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when demandedby the Liewrenans Governour, w purſuance 
of the Order aforeſaid. How they have diſpoſed of this 
Money, is got our preſent buſineſs to enquire; we keave 
_ that until the happy Arrival of a Governour legally commil- 


ſionated from the King. - 
ThePFortbeing thus in Poſlefſhonof the Captains of this 
_ City, by turns, all the Violence uſed for ſeveral dayes, was, 
that upon the arrival of any Veſſel, great or {mall, a file of 
Muſqueteers were ſcat oa board, the Maſters.and Paftengers 
carried tothe Fort, and the Letters taken from them, ſome 
whereof were open'd, and publickly read amongſt the People. 
| Never the like known in this place, under any tormer Ezelrfþ 
Governour. ET | os Fw 
'This is to0 little to ſatishe the inſatiable Ambition of this: 
' Grand Uſurper Leyſfer, who could not content himſelf with 
the (Fation Nature had fitted him for, and placed him in, but 
his ſoaring aſpiring ming, aiming at. that which neither his 
- Birth nor Education had ever-qual:Ged him for, to wit, . to 
be their Majeſties Lieutenant Governour of this Province,. 
- making no matter of Conſcience how illegally he attained 
thereunto, whether by Uſurpation or otherwiſe. _ It being 
his turn to command in chief in their Majeſties Fort the 
third day of J4xe paſt, he cauſed an Alarm tobe beat, that 
| * he might accompliſh his' Wicked Deſigns, the intent of this - 


 Hubbub being only to enſnare thoſe of the Inhabitants, who 
- till that day had kept themſelves clear of theſe Aﬀtions. 
'The Inhabitants unanimouſly appeared in Arms that day, 
to ſtop the Mouthes of their Gain-layers, and were headed 
hy their Colonel Nicholas Bayard, tho? many of them ſenſible 
It Was only a Sham - Alarm, as it afterwards rroved. 
They being all drawa yp ©n a plain beſore the Fort, and 
no appearance of an Enemy, Colonel Byard ;ave commang 
to that Captain, whole turn it was to work onthe Forrifis 
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cations of this City, That he and his Company ſhould repair 


thither.; and to the other Captains he gave command, that 


they ſhould diſmiſs their men. But this'not anſwering the 


end of thole who were made privy to the deſign of Leyſler, 


they march into the Fort without their Captains, who 


ſtayed fo long on the Plain, until they were told, If they 
went not in, the Commonality would pull down their Houſes, and 
they would be in aanger of their Lives. To prevent which 
they followed their Companies, (inſtead of leading them) 


into the Fort, where a Paper was prepared to be ſigned 
by every one, the.Contents being, That with their Lives 
and Fortunes they would defend the Proteſtant Religion, ana 


keep the Fort for Kjng William and Quren Mary, untill their 
Majefties further Order, 


This being done, Ley/r begins to think himſelf fire of 


his Point. 


Gavriel Mypveill, one of the Captains of the Train-bands, 
well conſidering the 1l}.citects that ſuch Proceedings would 


produce, wiſely.procures his diſcharge from the Lieutenant 


Governour, and no more appeared amongſt them : The reſt: 
of the Captains continued their Command, more, as wea'ce. 
ready to believe, to do what in them lay, to prevent Mil- 
chiet, and.check the Inſolence of- this proud Uſurper, whoſe. 
immoderate delire- after Greatneſs and Dominion over his. 
tellow - Subjet&ts, ſo. far infatuated him , as that upon all 
occalions, (eſpecially if any ſtrangers preſent ) he hatir 


publickly made his boaſts, how he contrived and laid the 
whole Deſign, as is before related. | 


The next invention of Ley/ſer was-to annimate and ftir 


up the People to the choice of Committee-men, upon pretence 


of writing a Letter to the King,- in behalf of the Country, 


and to conſider the Reparations. of the Fort, which was of 


ablolute neceſity. However legal, this: company of men 
allembled 
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aſſembled were (who afterwards termed themſelves, 4 Com- 
mittee of Safety) we leave till a-fitter time to diſpute. But 


 wecannot pals by the Method of their being choſen, which 


we are ſure, was altogether ilicgal and diſorderly, there be- 
mg not one third part of the Inhabitants of this their Maje- 
ſties Province that condeſcended therennto, nor was 1t ever 
intended by Leyſ{-r they ſhould, leaſt by thar means his ex- 
pectations ſhould be fruſtrated. In fine, A company of 
theſe men elected by the far leait Number of rhe inhabitants, 
coming togetlicr in the Fort, two of them indued with 
more honelty, and a clearer diſcerning than the reſt, per» 
ceiving the. main drift was to ſet up Ley/ler, and make him 
Commanderin chief, fairly and wiſely with-drew rhemfelves, 
and after the firſt time appeared no more amonegſt ther. - 
The firſt fruits of this unſafe Committee, as we have 


cauſe ſufficient torerm them, was to make Leſſer Captain of 


the Fort, requeiting of the other Captains of this City, that 
they would yield -him their aſhſtanee.when deſired. 

Now begins this Uſurpers greatneſs, which he is no ways 
wanting in improving (with the aſſiſtance of his Committee 
men) in all the 1llegal Arbitrary Acts man in ſo ſhort time 
could be guiltyof. His working Brain ſtands not ftill with 


commanding the Fort, nor were his defires fally anſwered 


thereby : Norhing leſs than-Lording and Domineering in all 
Cauſes [Ecclefraſttea}, Civil: and ' Military] will fatisfie'this 


man, who was and 1s mach a-like:qualified for them all. 


which we have good cauſe to judge, he is little acquainted 
he thinks no. crime to violate, not regarding the Noble Ex« 


ample of the late Prince ot Orange, our now. moſt renowned 


Soveraign King W:1l;am, who tor prevention of the Viola- 
tzon of our Laws and Liberties,. hath ſo.eminently -appeared3 
Gs B 2 to 


 theend they might be preſerved in their due Channel, 


their forwardneſs to att .in the ſame with ſuch Honour and 


Arbitrary Power, agreeable with his Arbitrary Mind, deems 
t a fault in any, who objefted the Law againſt his Illegal 


Proceedings, upon all ſuch oceaſions, he would angerly 
anlwer, What do you talk of L AW, the SWO RD muſt 


new Role. As if that which was judged ſo Hainows in our 


Native Land, would be deemed Meritorious in theſe parts 
of their Majeſties Dominion. 

Our neighbouring Colony of Caxzedicat being full of-Diſ- 
orders amongſt themſelves, albeit. they had affumed their 
tormer Goevyernmeht, a general Court of that Colony fitving, 
take ypon them to ſand two Perſons to diſcourſe thoſe, who 


This our proud Uſurper finding the ſweetiiels of an 


(by VUſurpation,) had taken Poſſcſion of their Majeſties 


Fort of this Province Information being given unto the 


Mayor, Aldermen and emmon-Council of this City, met 
and aflembled at the Mayor's houle the-22d of Fre lait paſt, 


that Major G#/4 and Capt. Fitz were ſent by 'Connetticut 
Colony, with orders to proclaim their Highneſſes, Prinee. 
and Princeſſes of Orayge, King and Queen of Enplind, &c. 


That Board requeſted Aldecman H/:/1;am Merrir to go to the 


Fort, where thoſe two Gentlemen wert, and defire the . 
favour of them to come to the Mayor's Houſe, which he _ 


zceordingly..did., and they complyed with the Requeſt : 


Being come to the: Mayor's: Houle, he fignifies to-thetn, The 
information was had of their coming to 'this place with 
directions to proclaim King:HWilkanz and Queen Mary, . and. 
deſired they would acquaint them whar Ocdets they lad;for... 

it, that ſo they (of this City) might be ready. t6-ſhew 


- 


$plendor as the accafion required, - 
. Major G44 and Captain Firs anfwered, They ram npors 
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Cuſtody, to diſcourſe about hot particular Matters from their 
General Conrt; and that they aid not know before they came from 
hone but that the King had been alrexdy procluimed here, .That 
when they came io Town, going to the Fort, as they were ſent, they 
having the Proclamation about them, Mr, Jacob Leyller deſired 
them to let him have the uſe of it to proclaims the King and Queen + 
here. - 

The Inhabitants being in Arms to this intent, by beat of 
the Drum the Mayor and A'idermen of this City (though not 
thought worthy to have any.norice of it, tl after they were 
proclaimed at the'Fort). went to the City Hall to attend the 

Solemnity. Which being perfortn'd, Ley/fer defired the Mayor 
and thoſe with him;-:t6- go up tv the Fort and drink the. 
King and Qyeens Health, which they ſhewel their readinefs 
todo.: No ſooner were they come itito the Fort ,: though 
by: invitation of Ley/ſer himſelf, but he tells them, The 
People were fo mach incenſell againſt them, that it would not be ſafe 
for them ta continae- long there, and gave them. his friendly 
advice. to be gone; ... An Entertaitiment not unlike the Perſon | 

_ Their Majeſtiss being proclaimed in this Province, .and a 
printed Progjamation coming to the hands -of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of this City, That all Tuſtices of the Peace and Shetiffs 
ſhould cominae till p Gs oroer; eocerpr Pay ifts ;- they cauled 
the ſame publickly-£0-be teady:requititiy the Inhabitants to. 
take notice thereof accordingly: "THis miadded: or prond 
Ulurper;. being averſe to nothing mote thin a tivit Govern-. 
ment, whioh bs khew:mufb needs cutÞ and be a cheth. £6 his 
Infolengyi.... Lo a Fr. : 

Therefore to preveht this he pives his Malicious Spirit - - 
the fult fwingy :#nd:endeaveurs afrefh'to irflainie the common 

People, by branding! of thoſs who were itt Conimiſſion of - 
the; Peace with being. Popifhiy ofeted, for no-other:: teaſbn 


-"than--- 
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than that they would not a th him in violating all our *' 
Laws .and Liberties, - His'envious malicious Mind could not 
bave vented it ſelf in a more pernieious Falſhnod than this ; 

for upon du2 Examination. it will be found, that 'not onc 
Papiſf or. Popiſhly affeed , throughout this their Majeſties 
Province, were in Commiſſion .of the Peace, and that many 
whom he hath thus wickedly Scandalized, have always been 
of tar. greater Reputation, þoth in Church and State, than 
on ES LP 

The Malice of this mans ſpirit hath been fo general againt 
all chat would not ſay as he did; thati the Dazch Mrnifters of 
th: Reformed Churches within this Province; have not 

. eſcaped the Laſh of his inveterate: Tongue. - Nor hath his 
Endeavours been wanting to: create the ſame Diſorders and 
Confuſion 11 Church as he hath already done in Govern- 

ment. Eo hon | 

How far what is already related, evinceth this Uſurper 
Ley/ker to be an enemy- to and infringer -of the Laws and 
Liberties.of the Engliſh Nation, weleave to the judgment 
of the Impartial. Yet left all that he had hitherto ated were 
not ſufficient to:deelarechis Averſneſs'to the Laws and'Liber- 
ties of the Free-born SubjeQs:of England, he further proceeds 
was a6 -EiEE: 

_ On the 25th day of Fare laſt paſt, (going into the: Cuſtom. 
Houſe, where was:-preſent Commiſſioners appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governours, 'Cauneil, Mayor, Aldermen and 
common: Council. of this City, Celonel Nicholas Bayard, one 
of the, Council, . Mr. Paulus Richards, Mr. John Haynes, and 
Mr. Thomas Wenhrzs , Merchants of this City. who were 
awkorized by the Cenvenrion aforeſaid, to reecive the uſual. 

_ Cr3oms raid by the Inhabicants of this their Majefties 
Frovince, 2nd the ſame to keep, until: Orders eame from 
their Yizjolligs., The reaſon Why this Convention took | 


upon 
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upon' them to authorize the Gentlemen before mentioned, 


was the particular Recommendation of the Licutenzut Go- 


vernour, conſidering the circumſtances of Matthew Plonmn, 
ColleQor, and thar he was not qualified, as their Maje!tics- 
Proclamation , bearing date- the 14th of February, 1685. 


directeth. 


'This Violator of our Laws and Liberties, going into the 


Cuſtom-Houle, as is above hinted, abuſes the Gentlemen 
then preſent with ſcurrelous Language , peremptorily de- : 
manding of them, By -what Authority they ſate there? To 


whom they modeſtly replyed , That when he ſatisfied thens 


what Power he had to examine them, they would return him anſwer, 


but inthe mean time deſired him to go ont of the Cuſtom-Houſe, 


where then he had no buſineſs 
In a little ſpace after, this Uſurper comes the ſecond time, 


with his PO W ER; which was neither the. Laws. of Ezz- - 


land, nor this Province, nor yeta legal Commiſſion, but a 


Company of men with SWORDS and GUNS, (according. 


t© his uſual Maxim, The SWORD muſt. Rule, and not the. 


4WS) and by. force ef Arms turns. them. out of the: 


Cuſtom-Honſe. In which Violent Aftion of this Uſurper, 
Colonol Bayara- narrowly cfcaped with his Life, who hath 


wiſely, ever {ince, abſented himfelf, leſt by the Inftigation' 


of this Malicious man he might be Murdered yunawares... 


*The'next' Exploit! this Violent Leſter - falls upon, is ts- 
ſallfill a Promiſe, he was heard to make in the beginning of 


our Troubles, That in two Moneths time he would do. all the 
Engliſh Regues 2nſinefi for them, ſo that Two of thei ſhould 
not be ſeen 10 walk together. In purſuance. whereof, on the 


14th day of A:ig»f, he ſends ſeveral Armed men, with na 


other Warrant than their SWORDS and GUNS, to the. 
Houls of Mr. 1h Clark, a Merchant in this City; whis' | 


art: 


Fa6C3 . 
at. that tim was. under ſome Laiſpokition of Bady, which 
tncy no wayes regarded, nor the Injreaty of lys Wilt, 
(then big with Child) who begged of them not to be io. 
Rude, his Children being frighted. They replyed, They | 
mattered it not, if they were all Killed: And in a Violeat 
manner they carried this Fres - born Subjzz& of Exvzlazs, 
. and Free-man, to the Fort, where Ley/:r layes ro his Charge 
_ a Paper delivered by him unto the Committee, but prin- 
Ccipally that he ſhould ſay, The xt tim? the Dram beat 43 
Alarm, he conld xaiſe four hundred M:n. For no other reaſon mn 
15 this Free-born Subject of Enz/:xd contingd a cloſe Prikpger |. 
in the Fort, without any Warrant of Commutment, where- 
_ rt the cauſe of his Confinement eught plainly, andeſpecially | 
to be ſet down, as the Law directs; neirher was there 
airy due Proceſs-of Law againf this their Myjaſties Sub- | 
ject, thus arbitrarily debarr'd of the Liberty of this Perſon. 
By which, this Uſurper hath made the,greateſt Breach and 
 Inrode upon the Laws and Liberties-of the Exzliſb Nation, 
| that was poſſible for him to do, as the Gentlemen learned 
in the Law, both by Study and Prafties, have ſuthcientiy 
demonſtrated by ſound and follid Argumems, That the 
Violation of «a Man's Perſon i a Crime of a deeper Dye, ' ant 
higher Nature, than that of his Eſtate, foraſmuch as nathing i11 
the World i fo near and dear to 4 man as the Liberty of his 


Perſon. This Villanous Ufurper Leyſer not regarding the 
great care and pains of the Supreara Powers of Exg/ann, 
met and aſſembled in Parliament, for. theſe many years 


k3 


aſt, to preſerve the Subjects Liberties unviolated, and te 
that end, how many excellent AQts have paſſed, which are 
as ſo many Walls and Bullwarks againft all Arbicrary 
Ulſurpers, who though for a time may flouriſh, and meet 
with applauſe by-their deluded Followers, its not-probable 
can terminate in any thing leſs than; yiter Confulion ad; 

te D<firuction | 


| | : 28 
Peſtruftion to themſelves and Stine and Ignominy to their 
beguiled Abettors, only made uſe of as {o many "Tools for 
the better accompliſhing their own wicked Ends, who then 
are tobe laid aſide, and new Favourits taken in. 

Nothing ſeems ſo conſentaneous to this abuſer of our 

Freedom & Liberties, as the Freach Kings Maxim [Sic Jabeo 
_ fie voto] who by Birth, we are ready to believe, may claim 
the greateſt ſhare in him, or at leaſt, by his Actions, he 
equally {corning, with that proud Tyrant, to give any other 
 Reafon for his Arbitrary AQtions: than his own unlimirted 

TW ER MEE; 

"The many Abuſles particular Perſons have met withal, 
by having their Goods taken from them, without eicher 
Warrant or legal Proofs, would be too tedious here to inſert. 
Upon all ſuch Occaſions, the ACtors being demanded, By 
what Warrant they committed this Violence? they . would 


uſually an{wer, (clapping their hands upon their Swords) 
| Here uw our Warravut. - Le 
\. The keen edge of this mans Malice .cou'd not be taken 
off by his Cruelty to one of them, whoſe Ruin he had be- 
fore avowed, but he goeth on to fullfill bis wicked Pro- 
miſe. And, 3 Es 
| "On the 16#h day of Angnft paſt cauſeth another Alarm, 
| to that end and: purpoſe, as ſome of his own party. were 
heard to ſay, ſome days before it happened, that (hortly th-re 
weuld be an Alarm, in order to the taking hold and ſecuring ſome 
not well affeffed to their Afﬀtions, which were fiich as this 
Violent Lerfter intended as the Subjects. of his unbridled 
Envy. And accordingly in a violent manner, by force of 
Arms theſe following Perſons were dragged to the Fort, 
to wit, Mr. William Mrric, Mr. Facob D:cey, M- Brandt 
_ Schuyler, Mr. Phillip French, and Mr. Rebert Alliſon, Mere, 
Chants, and conſiderable I raders in.this City and ÞP;ovir.ce, 
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Mr. fohn Merrit, Soh to Mr, William Merrie, Mr. Edvard 
Buckmaſter, Mr. Derrick Y aderburgh, who were committed 
the ſame night of the Alarm, without either Warrant or 
legal Proceſs. 0 To gl 

The next day Capt, Fohn Tader meeting with the coura« 
&10us Lieutenant Czy/cr, upon ſome words between them, 
was in like manner dragged to the Fort, as his fellow Citizens: 
were the night before. FE 

Mr. Thomas Clark, after fome dayes impriſonment, - was 
brought: to that weak Condition, that he was more like to 


Dye than live, and was carried home in a S2dan, by erder 
of his Goaler, Leyſter. 
Alfo, Mr. Toh Merrit, after 24 hours Confinement, him- 
{elf being 111, his Wife much indiſpoſed,and lus only Son lying 
on 1ts Death-Bed, had his liberty. ' | 
Alderman Wilkam Merrit, the Grandfather of this Child, 
greatly deliring to ſee it before dead, made apptication to his 
cruel Goaler, Leyſter, for leave to viſit the Child, offering 
any Security he ſhould demand for his return thither ; or if 
be pleaſed to ſend a Guard of his Souldiers with him, he | 
would ſatisfie them for their trouble ; but nothing could 
prevail with this Barbarous Man, who reſolved to keep the 
faid Merrit, with the others before named, during his own 
will and pleaſure , cloſe Priſoners in the Fort, which con- 
tinued for the ſpace of Twenty One Days, and then were ſet | 
at liberty, as yet being ſtrangers to their Crimes that deſerved | 
ſo levers Funihiment. 77 - 
On the twenty fifth of 4g? comes to this place one Mr. 
Jacob Milborn from England, as he gave out; we are obliged 
to mention his Name, by reaſon of the great part he as in 
our future Troubles, This man's affected ambiguous way 
of expreſſing himſelf, renders him unfit for the Converſation 
of any dut the Yulgar, who in this Age ars 1d apt and ready 
£0 
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to admire and applaud that: they underſtand not. This 
Perſons decayed Fortunes were ſuch, thatnot unlike.a man 
ready to be drowned, letting go a ſure hold, catches at a 
Twig ; ſoheinlke manner relinquiſheth his old Acquaint - 
ance and Priends, and joyns with our Uſurpers, whom he 
revives, by telling them, That iz the middle of May laſt, be 
T4 in England, where all things were ſettled, by the common 
Voice of the People, in peace, under King William, who was azs 
E leitive Ring, : and had ſubmitted his Regal Power wholly to the 
People, ſo that it was now become a Maxim, Vox Populi elt 
Vox Dei, and the King was only a Servant to his Subjects. 
By this our Ulurpers were encouraged in their od manuer of 
Reaſoning, when objeQted againſt their illegal Proceedings; 
Hhat Law or Warrant they had ts back them in their Aftions ? 
They would always Reply, By what Law, Warrant or Com- 
miſſion did the Prince of Ocange 20 into F'ngland, and acF 
45 he hath done? And hov do you think King William car 
rake that amiſs in ns, who have only followed his Example ? The 
very rehearſing of this Diſloyal Compariſon , 1s ſufficient 
to cauſe an Abhorrance and Deteſtation in every Loyal 
Subject. REPS C 

The next fruits of this Mrlboranes News, 1s, that the Com- 
mittee of Safety, as rhcy termed themſelves, take upon chem 
to give forth an Order to the Inhabitants of rhis cher Ma- 
jeſties Province, ſignifying, That whereas leveral of the 
T:habitants had already turned out their old Officers, they (hold 
proceed in Electron of Civil and M:litary Officers in the ſeveral 
Counties of this Province, Some Counrics accordingly od, by 
the appearance of ſmall Numbers, turn out the old Juiticcs 
of the Peace and ÞMilitary Officers, and choſe new. A 
Method formerly never allow. cd of, under any of our Kings 
Rezgns, it being alwayes granted to be the undout.ca ero- 
gative of the King ro conmiſiionate his Juli of rhe 
| -2 Feacey 
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Peace, and Military Officers. However, when we are hetter 
fatisfied that it hath been his Majeſties gracious Will and 
Pleaſure to ſeperate this . Branch of his Perogative.. and be- 
ſtow it on the People, we ſhall readily ſhow our Thankful 
Reception ; but tilt then, we think it "The Duty of all Loyal 
Subjects, not to appear in ſuch Ble&ions, _ 

The 29th day ot September being the time appointed for 
the choice - Aldermen. and common Council- men, in a 
Charter of Pciviledges, granted ro this City by Colonel 
1 homas Dungan, when Governour of this. Province; accor- 
dingly the Inhabitants met in the ſeveral Wards, and choſe 
as uſually , no Ward being attended with ſo much Dil- 
order in their Election as that whereunto Capt. Le3/:r be- 
longed, who, its evident, re! volved right or wrong to hai e 
his Son-in-Law, Robert Ialters, to bz returned Alder man f: x 

that Ward : The Method he took for doing it, was thus: 
Coming z into the place where the Inhabitants were afſem|] bled, 
in order to their Choice, he finding the Vote was like to be 
carried againſt his Son Walters, inthefirſt plac? he obje ted 
againſt Capt. Anthony Brockholſt's Vote, a conſiderable Free- 
holder of that Ward, his being a Papit; and afterward ſays, 
T1 wote for my Son Walters, my Son Jacob votes for his 
Brother Wake, and "7 Son Walters Votes for himſelf. that's 
three, put them down : By this means was lis Son Walters 
returned for that Ward. 

The uſual day of publiſhing the Mayor, Sherif, Town 
Clark Aldermen and. common Council of this City for the 
ſucceeding Year, was on the 14th day of O#ober, the Birth 
day of the lace King James, in the mean time comes forth 
an Order from rhe Committee, impowering all the Pro- 
teftent PFree-holders of this County, on the: day of . 
O-79b-r to elef&t Mayor, Sheriff and Town Clark. at which 


EleQion,. the far greateſt Number of the lohabitants not | 
appearing , 
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appearing - (well knowing, that by the expreſs words of the 
Charter, that Power was ſolely reſerved in the Governour's 
breaſt, to appoint theſe three Officers) the lealt Number of 
the Inhabitants, in purſuance of the Order aforeſaid, mer 
and aſſembled rogether, and by majority ot Voices chole one 
Peter D' Lanwoy Mayor, Johannes Johnſon Sherift, and 
Abraham Governour . Town Clark, againit which Perſons 
we.objeCt not {ſo much, as the Method of their being cholen ; 
neither ſhall we be offended, if it ſhall pleate his Majeilty to 
add unto our former Priviledges this likewiſe :- The Gentle» 
men- named being thus choſen, were publiſhed on the culto-'_ 
mary day. : FE 

By this time Mr, Milborne recovers: of a fit of Sicknels, 
that had hitherto rendred. him incapable of aCting any thing 
elſe but affording his Chamber Advice, which upon all occa- 
tions was conſulted by our Ulurper Leyfler ; now: being 
reſtored, 1a great meaſure, to his former Health, he vigoroul- 
ly joyning withthis Ulurper and his unſate Commutee, a nota- 
ble piece of ſervice 15 immediately aſſign*'d him by them, which 
was tO g0 up to E/oprs and Albany, 1n order to the. bringing 
thole Counties into the ſame Condition and Dilorders as they 
had done this and the neighbouring Counties near adjacent, 
In purſuance hereof, he goes on board a Sloop, and. fails 
forward to Alzary, with fifty. men, who had lifted them- 
{elves as Volunteers, to afſift that place,- if occaſion were, 
againſt the Frezch ; upon his arrival there, by the great care, 
conduct and prudence. of Peter Skuyter, Mayor of that Ciry, 
atiſted by the Recorder, Aldermen, common-ouncit and 
Military Officers, the deſigned purpoles of th s dark Poli- 
tician were happily trulttrated, fo that he returns back tothis: 
plage under ſome Diſappointment, 
 The.84 day of December artives per via Boton, one Riggs,” 
with rwo Paquets trom Jus Majelty, King W:liam,* whereby - 

we: - 


uſe. 4 oo - 
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we hoped to have. had deliverance from the Uſurpation, 
Slavery and Cruelries of Ley/lr ; but our ExpeQations were 
$003 at an end, the Saperſcription of the Paquets being 
$BUS, | N FO 
To Ow Truffy and Well beloved Francis Nicholſon, Eſquire, 
Our Lieutenant Governonur of Our Province of New-York zz 
America; or iz his Abſence, to ſuch as for the time being 


take care to keep the Pexze and adminift.y the Laws of Our ſaid 
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Province, 

. This:Kifringer of our Laws and Liberties, Leyfcr, peremp- 
torily affumes the Paquets to himſelf, ſaying, He was the 
71a to whom they were diredted in the Lieutenant Governour”s 
abſence. But upon what pretence he deems himſelf tte 
Perſon, except 1t be for his Breach of the Peace, and Ob- 
ſtructing the due courſe ot Law ever ſince he hath poſſeſſed 
himielf of the Fort, Arbitrarily and Illegally ruling by the 
Sword, 1s furficiently evidenced to the Vzb aſſed Reader, by 
the fore-going Lines, 


- 


Frederick Phillips and Stephanus Van Cortland, both of the 
Council, and left in Truſt by the Lieutenant Governour for 
the keeping of the Peace, and legally Governing of this their 
Majeſties Province, which they carefully and honeſtly would 
have diſcharged the Truſt repoled in them, it they had not 
been-prevented by this Violator of our Laws and Liberties, 
and that with more Renown and-Reputation to their Maje-« 
ſties, as well as the better Satisfaction of their Leige People 
inhabiting this their Majeſties Province. 

The two Gentlemen of the Council before- named, being 
ſent for to the Fort, by the requeſt of Mr. John Riggs, (the 
Paquets being by him, at that time not gdelivered) they 
iignified to L-y/l»r, and thoſe preſent with him, That they 
were ready to ob/crwe (rh Orders us; His Majefty had given in 
His Pagqucts to Hy Lieatenant Governotr, then- abſent, from 

whom 


, » 


T8 
whom they, together with Colonet Bayard, had Inflruftions to 
keep the Peace, and adminiſter the Law of this Government, 


which they alwayes were ready to have fullfilled, if had not been 
Obſtrutted. | Fe 

At this our Uſurper Rages, and vents his Paſſion in his 
uſual Br[tings-Gate Rhetorick , calling them, Popiſhly affeiFed 
Does and Rogues , and bids them 7meadately go ont of the 
Fort, fcr they had no buſineſs there. A ftrange Entertainment: 
to them, who for thele many Years paft have alwayes} as 
Counſellors, officiated under the ſeveral Goyernours of this 
their Majeſties Province, and at that time were thoſe who 
were left tn Truft by their Majeſties Lieutenant Gover- 
nour.:.. However , ſeeing there was no Remedy but Pa- 
tience, {this Violent Ulurper reſolving {til} to. Govern | 
by the SWORD) they quietly weat to their Own 
Homes. . ; 

Their Majefties Paquets being thus aſſumed by our + 
Ulſurper, he unmediately abuſeth-his deceived Abettors, by 
affirming to. thern, He had. received a Commiſſion to be their 
Mapeſties' Lieutenant Governor, and that all their Aitigus were 
well approved of. This readily' gained Ctedence- with the = 
Vulgar, who.are' too apt and willing to be'beguiled by their 
Popular Leader. From this time forward' he aſſumes the 
Title of Lyewtenant Grvernonr,” and according to the Inftru- 
ctions given 1n the Paquets, he {wears ſame, who.were of © 
his Committee of Safety before, to be Counſellors now, -. 
as allo. ſome. few more of the Inhabitants ** much alike 
unto- theſe Perſons, neither of the higheſt Rank nor Re» 
putation;. but. fuck as. our Uſurper: was: well aflured were 
for his turn, This being done. they procecd to-Adtion. -* 

NB; On the. 16th .day of Derexzter.an Order comes forth, 


entituled, By the Lieutenemt: Guvernont and his Council; ſigned 


Ynderaes th, - Jacob Leyſler. ©. 


Tae: 


Cy 


ctrr—onme_.. a . 


Cay] 
The Contents as followeth, . 


By the Lieutenant Gove nour, &c. and Conncil, 


| Hereas there is an Act of Aiſemb! y, dated 
\ V One Thouland Six Hundred Eighty Three, 
entizuled, A continued Bill for defraying of requil1: 
Charges of the Governmenc, and many of the 
Inhabitants of this Province , nochwithitanding 
they have ſubſcribed to comply wich the ſame, 
have diſputed it, whea requir red thereunto. 
Thele are therefore to give Notice unto all 


Perſons within this Os that the Cuſtoms 


and Exciſe (ettled: by the ſaid AQ, hath and doth 


ſtill remain good,. and of full Force. and that the 
Collectors and Receivers chereof, are impower'd :0 
do their duty therein, All Perſo 1S being hereby 
ſtrialy. required. ro obey the lame, as they will 
anſwer the contrary art their. Peril. | Given under 


my Hand at Fort- Gs, this ſixteenth day of 


December, n689. | 
| Face! ) Leyſler. 


"This Order of the cm Lieutenant Governour and 


Council, being ſer up in all the Publick Places of this City, 


did not a lictle Alarm the conſiderate inhabitants, who there-: 
by clearly ſaw the willingaels of . this Uſurper and his. 


| Abettors, 
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Abettors, to enflave them he) their Poſterity, ſo that fr 
might command their Purſes. A. ftrange Change in a lirtl, 
time! for this Leyfy in the beginning of our Troubles, wa 
the firſt man that diſputed the payment of the Cuſtoins, 
conſulting with ſeveral of the Inhabitants, how thoſe - Arbi- 
trary Impoſitions might be pulled down. Further, how 
contrary this Order of our Uſurper, and Abertors, is to 
their own fo often repeated Maxim, [That whatſoever was 
ated by a Papiſt Governonr, or under his Authorit , was ipſo 
facto »nll and void, and of no effeft in Lav.) It there yet 
remain any Candour or Ingenuity in this violent Man and 
Is Abettors, 1t will be more honourable for them publickly 
to Recant ſo plain an Error, than ſtill ro perſiſt in it; 
for we pray of the Unbyaſſed Reader, what (elſe is the 
intent, purport and meaning of this Order, but to enforce 
a Law made by a Papiſt Governour, and under his Athority, 
which, by their own Argument, is void in it ſelf. 50 
that they muſt either own, this their dark unintelligible 
Oracle, hath much deceived them in this point. of his Poli- 
ticks, or its evident to the World, they have afſumed upon 
themſelves a Power to levy Tzxes, Cuſtoms and Benevolences, 
upon the Inhabitants of this this their Majeſties Province, 
without and contrary to their own Conſent, nutwith- 
ſtanding the many wholſom Laws that have paſſed, under 


the ſeveral Kings Reigns in the Realm of Englevyd made 


for the prefervation of the ſame; as alſo contrary toa jar- 
ticular Branch of that AQ which their :>rder hath reference 
unto, that in expreſs words ſays thus, That yo A'd. T ax, 
T allave, Aſſe/ment, Cuftom, Loan Benevolence or Impoſition 
whatſoever, ſhall be laid, aſſeſſed, impoſed or levied on any. his 
Majeſties Subjefts within this Province, or their Eftates, upors 


any manner or colour of Pretexnce, but by the Act and Conſent of 


D the 


the Gdverhour, Conti! and. Repreſentatives of the People is 
General Aſſembly met ans aſſembled. oe | 


Ln hd 


Now to the end we may further make out to the World 
the Unreaſonableneſs as well as the Iilegality of this, we 
cannot omit to advertize the Imparrial Reader, That in the 
Year 1683. arrived to this Province Colonel Thomas Dopgar, 
appointed his Majeſtics Governour under his Royal High- 
neſs the Dzke of Tork, the Lord Proprietor of this Province, 

who in a ſhort time after his arrival here, according to 
particular lnſtruQtions given him by his ſaid Royal Highneſs, 
did iſſue forth Writs to the ſeveral Counties within this Pro- 
vince, for the electing of Members to ſerve in General 
Affembly, which accordingly was done, and the ſame were 
convened, and begun their firſt Seſſion on the Gay of 
Ofﬀober, and the firſt ACt that paſt this Seffions, was that 
their Order refers ro, wherein our Repreſentatives wiſely 
provided again t the critick Lawyers of this Age, who too 
nicely diſtinguiſh betwixt the Kings Subjetts inhabiting 
Within the Realm of Ezgei/avd, and thoſe inhabiting his 
Dominions abroad. denying rhe Latter the Priviledges con- 
feſſed to be the undoubred Birth-Right of the former upon 
which our ſaid Repreſentatives, prudently in the firſt part 
of that 4 & endeavour to fſecuic unto themſelves and Poſte. 
rities what was the Birth-Right of every Free-born Subje&t 
of England. This being done, They continue this A&t for 
- the defraying of the neceſlary Charges of this Government, 
which begins thus, 

The Repreſentatives of his Royal Highneſs's Provinoe of 
New - York, convened in G:weral Aſſembly, Huwwve, for and 

$11 conſideration of the many Gracious and Royal Favours exs 


p ejſed and extcud:d to the Inhabitants of this His Province, 
and 


IT 
and} alfo for the bountiful Co inikieg and Reſervens to the: 
and their Poſterity, the Rights ana Priviledges, Liberties an 
\ Inmunities before yecited and expreſſed, and for the better defrayis. 
| of the neceſſary Charges and Expence of this Province. 
How tar this ACt is binding upon the Inhabitants of thy 
Province, will further appear, by duly conſidering anothe: - 
| Clauſeof this very AQ, which runs thus, © 
| That all Bills agreed upon by the ſaid Repreſentatives, or- 
the major part of them, (hall be preſented unto the Governour 
and his Council, for their ped on and Conſent; all and 
every which [aid Bills, fo approved of and conſented to by the 
Governonr ana Council, ſhall be efteemed and accounted the Laws 
of this Province; which faia Laws ſhall continue and remain 
71 force untill they be repealed by the Authority aforeſaid, that is 
to ſay, the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives in Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, by and with the approbation of his Royal 
Highneſs, or expire by their own Limitations. 

Now that this ACt of the Aſſembly, in a {tri& ſence, can- 
nct be allowed to be a Law of this Province, aad ſo not 
binding upon its Inhabitants, We Humbly offer theſe 
Reafons. — nn 

x /#, For that by the Authority aforeſaid, this A& never 
was aſlented unto, the approbation of his Royal Highnels 
being alwayes wanting, who was ſo far afterwards from ap- 
poving of it, that he utterly diſallowed the ſame, and that 
firſt by a Letter to his Governour, Colonel Thomas Dingan, 
and afterwards coming to the Tmperial Crown of Ezglazd, 
he publickly diſallowed that Act, by ſending over a Com- 
miſſion, under the Broad Scal of Exglexd, to the faid Colonel 
Don2an, t0 be Captain General of this.Province, and with 
ſeven Counſellors to govern the Inhabuants thereof, any - 
five of which Counſellors made a Cuoram, and the.majority 
of that five, with the Captain General, were impowered to 

8 make 
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4 ['28 ] | 
make all Laws. A Methodcontrary to what the afore-recited 
Acts preſcribes. 2 | 
2aly, Our Second Reaſon why this AQt is no wayes bind- 

ing on the Inhabitants of this Province, is, That the Cuſtoms, 

Impofitions and Exciſes granted unto his then Royal High- 

neſs, his Heirs and Succeſſors, in the faid Act, were given 

in Conſideration of his ſaid Royal Highneſs Confirming to 
the Inhabitants the Charter Priviledges, making up the firſt. 
put of the ſaid At, which never was enjoyed by the Inha- 
abitants, nor confirmed to them, but the contrary, as 1s 
proved. | | 
3aly, For that hitherto we are ignorant of any Law, 
either made within the Realm of Ezg/auda, or this their 

Majeſties Province, by which the Inhabitants thereof are 

obliged to pay unto his Majeſty the Cuſtom and Exciſe ſet 

down in the before recited pretended Att of Aſſembly : 

When any ſuch Law is produced, thoſe of us who have 

figned to pay unto King Wiliam the Cuitoms due unto him, 

when legally demanded, ſhall readily comply ; but untill 
that be done, we cannot ſee thoſe Notes, given by ſeveral 
of us for peace and quietneſs ſake (importing no more 
than what is above written) are any wayes Obligatory. 

However, when it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God, a Governor 

arrives to this Province from King William, we are ready 

to ſubmit this point, as well as all other Abuſes and 

Irregularities done unte us, then to be decided in a legal 

way and manner. To a Governour, fo arriving, we ſhall 

not be backward to afliſt, either with our Perſons or 

Eſtates, for the more orderly and peaceable governing this 

Province, and defraying the publick Charges thereof, in ſuch 

_ a way and manner as ſhall be legally agreed on. 


Qan the 23d of December, about ſeven or eight a Clock in 
the 
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the Evening, Jacob Dekey, junier, Son to Jace) Dekey, already 


mention'd, with Cornelizs Depeyſter, Son to the Widdow 
Cornelio, both Lads, were violently carried away to the 
Fort by force of Arms, without Mittimus or legal .Procels, 
alledging, They had defaced and torn dewn the Order of 
the pretended Lieutenant Governour and his Couneil, which 
upon a due Examination will evidently appear, was ſtand- 
ing {everal hours after their Commitment. How lolicitous 
this Cruel Uſurper is to vent the Fury of his. Rage againſt 
both ;Young and Old, 1s evident to all, *%y the illegal Con- 


finement of theſe two Lads, for no other cauſe but his ewn 
Arbitrary Will and Pleafure. FOE, 


; 
, 


The ſame night an Indzan Slave belonging to Phillip Fren:h 
was dragg d tothe Fort, and there impriſoned... 
The next day Mr. French falling in amongſt ſome of 
Leyſter's Crew, reſented the Injury done unto him, by the 
11legal detaining of his Slave ſo. highly, that ſome of the 
ftanders by 1immediatly went and intormed againſt him,. fo 
as that in a ſhort time after, asthe ſaid French was walking 
in the publick Streets of this City, about his lawful Afairs, 
"John Burger, Sergeant. to this Uſurper Leyfler, attended with 
ſix Muſqueteers, layes vielent hands on him, and tells him, 
he was his Priſoner, and to the Fort he muſt go; Mr. French 
repiyed, Not unleſs you carry me, which accordingly they 
did, 1n the vature of a dead Corps, though living, where 
he ſoon meets With the Entertainment : of a+ cloſe ' Im 
priſonment. ” TS NES 667 
Some hours after the Commitmert of this his Majeſties 
Subject, by his own particular Requeſt, Capt. John Tuaer 
and Mr. fames Emer,both allowed Attornies of this Province, 
made application to his Goaler Leyfer for a Ceppy of his 
Mittimus, 1n order to their taking ſuch care for their Cly- 
ents enlargement, as the Law allowed of, and dircQed 
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unto. Allthe anfwer they. o "LA d at that time, was, That 
he could do nothing iwithout adviſing with his Council, and they 
(bould. meet is the KEuening, when they might re-attena. This | 
they. carefully did, thouglyto. little purpole; for they were 
denyed: entrance into the Fort that Evening ſeveral times; 
nor. could they be admitted 'to ſpeak'with their Clyent, fo 
that near twenty four hours were expired cer this Uſurper 
{aw cauſe to deliver the following Papers, which - for the 

; Readers fatisfaQtion, we ſhall here recite verbatim. 
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| Fort « William, December 24. Anno 1689. 


þ, 
7 
» > 


. 


made to me, That My. Phillip 
N. WY French bach, in « moſt inſolent manner, contemned 
this Government, threatning to tare off (if it had not been 
already done) the Proclamation for continuing hu Majeſties 
Cuſtoms and Exciſe; atcording to an Aff of Aſſembly, &c. although 
is was forbid all Perſons at their Peril, © | 


Hereas Complaint is 


' Theſe are in his Mijefly King William's Name to will and 
require you to bring the [aid French before me ana Conncait, 
#0 anſwer for the ſame. Given wnder my Hand and Seat the date 
eboveſaid. TD og pr (0 tf 


To! Sergeant. John Burger,  - © FJacob Leyſlet, 
974 bis Altants. [ Ein 
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= 4 Comnri hold | in New-York the ” m December; 
' . Anno 160g. 

- Ziinitagane: Governour, Maſi Cuyler, GI 
Preſest, Sarmvell Edfall, Benjamin Blag 


Thomas Williams; John Van Coleateren, 
Hendrick Janſe, | Alderman. 


WW Phillip Fevnch bath behived himſelf wery Com 


gemptuouſly- againff. the Lieatenunt Govern - and 
Compcil.; 'as by Evidence taken before h1m, doth appeat, cy 


et uncad'f in the [ame, being examined before them, 
Ordered, . That the ſaid French be forth-with Janine s is 
fafe C uſtody within Fort: William, til further Conſultation in 


this matter. 


A True Copy, Examined by 
Jacob Mitborne, S7erary. 


Now whether the Reaſon of this. iarper! $ deferring the 
delivery. of the Warrant and Order of Council, 'abovs .an- 
{ctibed, may not rationally -be conſtrued, as ſome do,. that 
the. Warrant direQcd to Sergeant Johy Burger and: his 
Aſſiſtants. was written ſeveral hours after Mr.. French's being 


clole Priſoner,” or not, 16 @ queſtion we ſhall got now-1nfilt 
ON. * 


mg to the hands of tlie before-nuned Attornyes, on: the 
behalt of their Clyent, they apply themſelves afreſh: ro the 
pretended Lieutenanc Governour and Council: firting on 
Chriſkaas-Day in the Evening, ro whom they ſignified; That 
having peruked the Warrant and O:der of <br by which 
Mr. Phillip Freach was commirted cloſe Priſoner within the 
Ll orr, they. found nathing contained in cicher,! but whar, ac- 
| cording 


The Warrant a Order of Council, Sromrimay/o m—_ 
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. T7 ' 
cording to the known Laws Y England, as well as this Pros 
vice, was Baylable., and for that end and. purpoſe'they 
appeared before them, ..on the\behalf of their Clyent, to 
offer Bail to the valve of Twenty Thouſand Pounds, if de- 
fired, for bis appearanee in any Court of Record within 
this County, there to abide ſ1ch Determination, as by leg | 
Proceſs ſhould be made againſt him, for or by reaſon-of che 
Charze alledged againſt him in the aforeſaid Warrant and 
LE ES OO CI 
All the Arguments uſed by. theſe Gentlemen of the' Law, 
No v ayes prevailed with this cruel Leyſfer, and his Nominal 
Council, whom he is making uſe of, as his Tools, for the 
better:cloaking of. his own Arbitrary Illegal Aftions and 
Intentions. Ic ſeems as if this one np was of the ſame 
Opinion with ſome Souldiers 1n P/zrarcvs time, who wondred 
any would be ſo importunate to preach Laws ana Moral Reaſons 
to Men with SWORDS by their ſides; as if Arms knew not 
how to deſcend tro Rational Inquiries. All the SatisfaCtion 
iven to this ſo lawful demand of. Bail on the Priſoners be- 
half, was'only ſome {mall diverſion - our lare Upſtart States« 
man, Mr. Milborze, (now advanced to the Secretaries O fice 
by his New-made Lieutenant Governour) was pleaſed: to 
afford chem, by dropping now and then his wonted obſcure 
Sentences, acking the Priſoner's C unſel, Whether they ould 
[-bmit the D-termination of their Client's C «uſe is the Lieute- 
aux Governour and Council? Who thereupon modeſtiy:en- 
quired, [n what Capacity-they fate there, whether Military 
or Civil? Anſwer was made by M-:lborme, Both. The Un- 
certainty of this Reply, as well as its Unreaſonableneſs, 
yielded freſh matter ro argue upon ; all which centred here, 
that Our dark Politicion demanded-, Flow ther wonld b:1p 
themſelves, or by vhat means they would be relieved? To whom 
it might have bee ficly replyed, In the ſame way and manner 
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atiyou,. not:riny Tears paſt, recovered Forty Firus Pounds by a 
kegal-Courſe, againff Sir Edmund Andras, for: nine hqurs. falſe 
 Trpriſonment, For notwithſtanding-cthe. many endeavours, 
uſed by our Uſurper. to. quaſh the variqus Reports coming to 
us,, Many. wayes, of:a.Governour haftning. from his Majeſty: 
for, this Province, we are not diſcouraged: in: our: Expeta-. 
tions-of,, and well wiſhing for-his. ſate.arrival, and then we 
doubt. not. but. to ſee ſome of -our Uſurpers receive. the juſt, 
Demerits of their illegal Arbitrary Doings, ao 


"The 4:h.of January Captain John:Tuder, by. particular 
Warrant from Mr. Phillip. French, applied- himſelf to. the 
Mayor of this. City with, che Kings Writ of Hahews Corpus, 
returnable to the next Mayor's Court, which was the 7th 
of. the ſame Moneth : This Writ ſoGigned: by the. Mayer, 
was ſafely coaveyed to Mr. Fieneb, and by:him'd livered:to 
his Keeper, who forth-with, agquainred. the. head: Goaler, 
Leyfer, therewith, who immediately, ordered the: Windaws 
where the ſaid French was confined, to.be nailed up; and 
that a more ſtrict watch ſhould be kept over h;ms. as. it - the 
Crue'ties already exerciſed towards this Eree-bera Subject of 
England, were not-{ufhieient, who hitherto hath:been-denyed 
the: acceſs of his. Friends and: Acquaintance.; no, nor 1o 
much as his Counſellers at. Law. admitted;. to. come .near 
| him. A Uſage more Cruel and; Barbarous than the. maſh 

Notorious, Fellon , Iraytor or . Rebel commonly: meet. 
The 7th of January being come, and the Mayor's Ceurt 
ſitting, Mr Jeb» Tuzer diligently attended it, expecting to 
have met his Clyenr there, by . virtue of: the -atorefaid Writ, 
waitiny a conſiderable time, and no. appearance of Mr, 
French, he informed that « ourt, That the Mayor vas 

_ pleaied on the 474 Inſtant to fign his Majetiues, Writ 
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of Habeas Corpus for the heng the Body of the ſaid Mr. 
French, together with the Cauſe of his Commitment befere 
that Court, where he was ready to argue onthe: behalf 
of his Clyent the matter of Law that might ariſe; but 
ſeeing he was diſappointed, by the aforeſaid Writ being diſ- 
obeyed, he ſhould take upon him to open to the Court the 
ature of the ſaid Writ, which (ſaid he) is « Writ granted 
in the Subjetts favour, to prevent the illegal detainure of any 
of the King's Subjetts falſly impriſoned, So that a Violation 
of this kind, was « Crime of the deepe#t dye, end every Subjec® | 
was nearly concerned therein, none knowing. whoſe turn it # 
might be next to have their Liberties ſubjeCted to the Arbi= * 
trary Will and Pleaſure of this Man, [Leyſer.]. - 4 

Alſo, to the Bench he direCted himfelf in this manner, 
Tou who are the Mayor and Aldermen, for the time being, of this 
City, and ſo conſequently the Patrons thereof , it behoves you 
fo take 'care, the. Antient Liberties and Freedoms of this City 
be not infringed, and that its Inhabitants be not in thi man. 
ner dragged, by a Marſhal Force, to the Fort, aud. there kept 
cloſe Prifoners, - 

Our Uſurper's Oracle, M:!berze, being preſent in the .' 
Court, aftera long continued Silence, Learnedly expreſſeth 
himſelf thus, 1 ds firm to this Court, That Mr. French 
i none of the Kjng's Subjeft, without giving any further | 
Reaſons. At which the ſtanders by -hiſſed, and ſome | 
publickly charged him- with being the: principal Author 
ef -our preſent Troubles. 


On the 1274 of January certaia Adviee coming to this 
place of a- Ship defigned to this Port, whereof ene Prezts 
was Maſter, being ſtruck on ſome Rocks near New-Loxder, 
and Mr. French being chiefly concerned in the Loading, 
was forced to ſubmit. to- this: Proud .Uſurpes, and to 

= Petition 
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Petition: him by the Title of rus Governour, who 
had before menaced him, #sf be would not give the Tith of 
Lieutenant Governour, he would put himwhere HE SHQULD 
NEVER SEE THE FACE OF MAN MORE. To 
proven which. and the exigency of his Aﬀairs at that time, 

e gratified the Ambitious humor of this man, Leyſler, 
and thereby obtained his Liberty. upon his and Mr. 
Thomas Winham's entring into a Recognizance of Five 
Hundred Pounds to the King, for the faid Frexch his good 
Bahavieur during Twelve Moneths and a Day from the 
_ date thereof, + _ _—— 

To return again to our Aecount of the two Lads firſt 
impriſoned. Corel: Depeyiter, by the humble petition of 
his Mother, was fſerat liberty. - Jacob Dekey is ſtill under 
 Confinement , albeit his Enlargement has been much 
endeavoured by his Maſter, Mr. John Barbarie, a cenſider- 
_ able Merchant in this City, who went to his Goaler Ley/ter, 
and offered Two Thouſand Peunds Security for his Mans 
appearance to an{wer a legal Proceſs againft him. to which 
end and purpoſe a Copy of his Mittimus hath divers. times 
been demanded, but eould 'not be obtained, nor no Bail 
would be taken ; Nothing will ſerve this proud Uſurper, 

Leyſler, nor releaſe this Lad, but his Parents ſendisg in 
a Petition, direted to Facob Leyfler, Lieutenant Governour, 
and bu Council, wherein they muſt beg Porgiveneſs tor 
Faulrs they are ignorant of their Son's heing guilty of. A 
ftrange and unheard of Method to force People to pay 

Homage to his Perſon ! Children muſt be raken from 

thei: Parents, Servants fr:m their Maſters, Husbands 

from their Wives, Maſters from their Familes, and all this 
on no &other aceount than their denying to- give this '-roud 

U*rper, Leyfler, a Title that no way appertains or beiongs 


to him. - 
RB 2 And 
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"And we- dare this'Proiid fn to +produce , 'if he- can, 

any 'ACtions againſt thoſe Inhabitants he moſt -maliciouſly 
CharaQerizes as Popyhly Aﬀeted , ſo ninch favouring of 
PUFPERT 3s theſe we charge him with, -and are ready 
to Proveiagainſt him when a convenient time'and -opporeu- 
nity .preſent-. MT; - 
Por, we pray the Unbyaſſed Reader , what is the dif- 


ference -betwixt bloody Bifhop Bexner's Coal hole, and this 
Cruel Unmereiful Ulurpers Dungeon and Bullet Hole, the 
former | beitg- fnted and -prepared for the poor Proteſtants, 
that would not idolize their Conſecrated Wafer, this latter 
for 'the- quiet Inhabitants 'of this their Majeſties Province, 
who :eannot in their Conſcience alctibe that Honour to 
him which 1s only the. Right of the KING to infer 
upon: him, and then :its ime enouzh for his:SubjeRs to 
Obey. | 


The 13th of [7a»nary this Uſurper, 'Leykr, ſends urder 
the: Command 'of Lieutenant Churchill Twenty Soulgiers 
over te :Loxg - 1layd, the next day they came to FJirma'ce, 
where they in a violent manner, -by force of Arms, - broke 
open the Hloufe of ' Mr. Daniel Whitehead, one of his 'Ma- 
Jolties. Juſtices 'of the Peace, - appointed by our Lieutenant 
Governour Sir \Kamnnd Andros, and being entred inte the 
Houle, they in like manner -aforeſaid brake open ſeveral 
Chofts and Boxes, but found not what: they Tooked fer, 
and fo. returned the inextiday without doing'any More Mil- 
vhizf, us we yer hear-of, OT 


Cn. the ſixteenth 'of Fewer , the - publick Poſt, Mr. 
Toby Perry, ſetting out 'from the'Houfe of Colonel. Lewis 
Morris, towares Boon, was not advanced on his way 
above a quarter Of a Mile before he was laid hold - 
| y 
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by 'Warrant Fremour Ufixrar: Egffer , '#hd ' Brought back 

to this- place, - NewYork, with! his Letters, which were 
opened and peruſed at the-witt and pleaſure of this. Arbi- 
trary Man, whe, its plein -arid- evident 'umto all that are 
not willfully blind , -Wath wade fit his Cohtrivance how 
te Ruin the Ihhabirants, and hinder the-Proſperity of this 
Province, ever 'inee his taking upon him to govern by 


. the SV ORD, which he hath in great meaſure ettected, 


by his continual Breach of the Peace, and Obftrufting 
the due Courſe .of Law and Juſtice. But leſt this were 
not: ſufficient, 'he reſolves to deftroy, | as much 'as in him 
lies, the Commerce -afd "Trade of this Province. A. 
more -ready way than this could- not have bean taken by 
him for that purpoſe, to obftru& and kinder . Advice, 
which is acknowledged by all to be the Life of Trade; 
for kow can this be:given'or received,: whereintercepting 
mens private Letters, is' become fo'Modiſh-with'our pre- 
tended Rulers, av: that they are ſo far from counting. it 
2 Crime, . as'by their -ARtions: they deem it a Virtue. - 


Before we'draw. to a: Concdlufion of this our Declaration 
ind Narraten, which is already ſwelled beyond .*s in-.: 
rended hrmits, We cannot - omit-tranſcribing two other 
Branches 'of tlie pretended -AQ 'of Aſſembly , they ſeem- 
1ng!y make- ſuch a pudder bout, which upon-an tmpar- 
tix] Enquiry ( allowing it: to be-an AQ binding, though 
that we cannot 08, for the Reaſons already given) theſe 
our: Ulurpers will be. fonnd the greateſt Violaters there- 
of, The Branches we think fir to infert are theſe follew- 
mg, US, | 

+ That no Free-man ſhall be taken and impriſoned, or 
*© be diſeized of his Free-hold, or Liberty , or Free Cu- 
* toms, Or be Outlaw'd, 'or Exiled, or any. other ways 

| * dertroved ; 
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& deſtroyed; nor ſhall be i # upon, Adjudged or Con. 

* demned, but by the Lawful Judgment of. his PEERS, 
 * andby the Law of this Province. fo | 

_« Juſtice nor Right ſhall be neither ſold, denyed,. or defer- 
*red, to any man. within this Proving. 

<< That in all caſes whatſoever, Bail-by ſafticient Surety 

* ſhall be allowed and taken, unleſs for Treaſon, or Fellony, 
** Plainly and eſpecially expreffed :and mentioned in the 
* Warrant of Commitment. 


_ How far theſe. our Uſurpers Aﬀtions evinceth their 
little Regard unto the pretended 'AR of Afembly , except 
It be to that-part which would bring Greaft to their Mill, let 
the Unby aſſed judge. 


| This Arbitrary Proud Perſon, Le-fer, having thus far 
exalted himſelf. above his Brethren, diſdains to own his 
very Kindred, unleſs they will entitle him Lieutenant Go- 
 wVernowr , mor Will he free them from. his Bullet - Hole .on 
any-Oother Terms. ” 
-A plain Demonſtration of this he hath given by his late 
Carriage toMy. Lucas Keerſtead, who after the uſual manner 
was forced to go to tke Fort; when he came befor this 
Qturper , he fofily applies himſelf thus to him , Cosſer 
Ley fler, What #s your Will and Pleaſure? At this he Hyes 
Out in a great Rage, How dare you call me Couſen? Then 
he ſpoke to him by the Name of C:p:a/7, but that would 
not do, and he was. tol®, thar if he gave him nor the Title 
of Lieutenant Governoar, he would be pur amongſt the Ballers. 
To «void which, he gave him that Tile, and then was 
ſuFered ro go home 


Its ſttange this Violent Man, Ley/ler, who otherwile 3 
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f 39) 
ſo Politiek, ſhould be at a Abd, when this plain Queſtion 
15 putto him, Who gave you this Name ? Why deth he not 
anſwer, as in truth it is, My Godfather Mr. Milborne, and 
his Aſiant Vain Glory ,. together with my God-mother Ambi- 
tion, who have engaged on my behalf, that I ſhould cleave to 
the Infernal Prince and his PVorks, Hug ayd imbrace «ll the 
Pomps and Vaxities of this Wicked World, and as I had 
hitherto been ſo, I ſhould ſtill continue a faithful Servant to 
that Black Prince of the Air,, as lonp as the many Headed 
Beaſts, the Rude Multitude,. would ſtand by me. 


To Sum wp. all, 'We readily ſubmit the 'decifion of this 
Queſtion to the Conſiderate Peruſer of the. fore - going 
Lines, Whether thoſe-branded by Ley/ler, as King F AMES 
his _ or himſelf and his Rude Crew, deſerve that Title 
MOIt! 

Sure. we are; that upon a ſerious peruſal of the Deelara- 
tion, entituled, The Declaration of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons aſſembled at Wettminker , - Dre 
Martis 12 Februsrij, 1689. ſeveral Artic'es therein exhi- 
bited againſt the late King Famer, and declared Illegal, 
are and-have been moſt notorieuſly committed by this 
Uſurper and Abettors,. ſome whereof we ſhall here inſert 
and ſet down..as in the ſaid printed Deelaratien, vis. 

That levying .Money for or to the uſe of the Crown, by the 
pretence of Prerogative , without Grant of. Parliament ' for 
longer time , or in other manner than the ſame ts or fhall be 
granted, & Illegal. 

That Ecxcelſvve. Bzil' ought net 10 be required; nor Exceſſive 
Fines tmpoſed, nor Cruel and Unreaſonable Paiſhment in- 
licked. 

f That this Arrogant Man, Leyſ/er, is palpably guilty of _ 
both theſe Branches before recited, we prove thus, Gr 
| | ot 
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Tao 1 
That by. his: Teftruments-he- hath and doth: exatt (by 
Prerence. of Precogative,, ani for. the uſe of ' the Crown') | 
.Cuſtoms, Impolitioas and: Exciles, never granted ro che | 
Crown; which that he. might the. berter -accompliſh, he | 
hath taken. upon him to-ereCt a. Court of. Exchequer,. con« 
fticuring, as Memb:rs of the {aid Count, wiz. Samuel Ea/al, 
Bnjanip Blagg, Jobannis-Proveit, Hendrick Fanſen-, Fohn 
Comenhaven, who began their Seſſions. on . the 20th of 
January, the 18th of-the ſame -Moneth ſeveral. of the Inha- 
bitants received Summans to appear at. this unuſual Court on 
the day above ſaid, to give their Reaſons why they w ou'd 
not pay the Monyes they were- indebted ro the King tor 
_Cuftom. 


The Perſons ſo ſummonſed unanimouſly :made choice of 
Mr. Thamas Clark to appear for them, who went to the 
F.vt, where this Court was fitting, and being admitted, 
he firft-enquires, Whether. any there had. « - Commiſſion from 
King William to be Baron of his Exchequer.? and if any, that 
his. Commiſſion. might be publickly read.: and afterwards pro- 
ceded to ſhow the, Unreaſonableneſs of their Demands ; 
but all; to little purpoſe, the Court proceeding to enter Judg- 
ment againſt the. Inhabiranss, for wham:be appeared, only 
giving them cight dayes time to confider, whether they 
would voluntarily pay:their (illegal) demands, which other. 
wiſe would be levied upon, chem by Diſtreſs. 
. About four a Clock in the after-noon of this day, was in 
ſome meaſure verified an ;Expreſſion our Uſurper nor long 
fince, was rl:aſcd to utrer £0 a Perſon of good Reputation 
in this Province, who e :quiring of: him, . By «hut Power he 
did 'uch AﬀF'ons? To whon he anſwered. That he was in- 
w:/ted with ſuch 4 Power. 45 tn 4 little tim? he could Command. 
th: Herd of any man in the Province, aud it would be forth- 
with brought him. auatinng like heceunco was this day 
|  hulifilled ; 
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fullfilled ; for giving Command'to W:1/:«» Churchill, and 
{cveral Souldiers with him, afh'ted by ſome: of the-Inhabi- 
tznrs of this City, namely, Abraham Brazior, Abraham Clomp, 
Wir T-mber, and divers others, they go to the Hoylc of Col. 
Nicholas Bayard, and by tforee of Aims enter the ſame, 
breaking open ſeveral Donors and Locks, in order to the 
ſeizing of the ſaid Colonel Bayard, whom (as ſome of them 
faid )} they were ordered to take dead or alive. Celonel 
Bayard for his own ſecurity had left his own Houſe, and 
was porten into his Neighbours, near his back-fide, v/z. 
one Mr. Richard Efltror, a' Cooper, whoſe +.ouſe in like 
manner by Cherchill and his Attendants, was broken open, 
where they laid hold of Colonel Byyzrd, aud in a molt 
Abuſive manner dragg'd.him to the Fort. In thi« Riotous 


Tuwulr was ſteln out of the Houſe of the faid Elliot, three 
Silyer Spoons. 


But the unlimited Will ef this Violent Rapaciaus UL .:per 
was net yet ſatisfied with the taking and impriſoning of Col. 
Bay«rd, nor his Malice thereby fully an{wered : for in like 
manner he vents his Pury againſt Stephanus van Cortlanat, 
late Mayor of this City, whoſe Houle likewiſe was broken 
open, and mo't of his Doors and Locks ſpoiled, though 
they were fruſtrated of their Deſign, by his eſeaping ous of 
their cruel hands fer that time. 


Alſo, Mr. W:1:am Nicols was 'aid hold on by the men of 
Breuckle at the Ferry-houle on Loy-Ifand, aui was brought 
over in the Evening and carried ro the Fort. 

The next Morning the Ferry - man was in like manner 
brought to the Fo:t, where theſe three Sahicts of their 
Maijefties are illegally impriſoned, and with » hom how 
Barbaroully they intend to deal, 'Time will beſt diicover. 


We 
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We ſhall end this our Declaration and Proteſtation, Nare« 
ratively fer down, by naming the principal Authors of ou 
preſent Miſeries, whieh are theſe following, vis. 


Tacob Leyſer, Thomas VViihams, 
Facob Milborne, Benjamin Blagg, 
Samuell Edſall, Hendrick Fanſen, 
Peter D' Laney, Hendrick Cuyler, 

Dr. Samuel States, Fohn Cowenhoven, 
Dr. Ger. Beckman of Flaukbu. I 


Againſt whom we wait a fair opportunity legally to pros 
cced. Dated in New-Tork this 21jh of Januery, Anaog; 
Domini 1690. 
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